DecI;s'éifie::l and Approved For Release 2013/07/22 : CIA-RDP78-01617A004700010019-9

SECR

NEAR EAST/AFRICA BRANCH CIA LlBRARY

INTELLIGERCE SWMiAARY

For Week Endin
8 september 1948

Vol, III No. 35

Document No. bo {' —

NO CHAKGE in Class. O

CLASSIFIED .
1ass. CAAHCGID T0: T8 S
DDA Nemo, 4 ApT 77

Auth: DDA RiG. 77/1763 .
" 3 MAR 1978 By: @ (f .

Date:

Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/07/22 : CIA-RDP78-01617A004700010019-9




DecI;:s.sified and Approved For Release 2013/07/22 : CIA-RDP78-01617A004700010019-9

_SBerET

NEAR EAST/AFRICA BRANCH

INTELLIGENCE SUMHARY
Vol.IIT Noo35
For Teek Ending
8 September 1948

PALESTINE

The Grand . uftiis aspirations in Palestine are again threatening Arab
solidarity ~ 1. 1. reported that the Multi hopes to establish an aray
under the -ont:ol of his Arab Higher Committee for Palestine, Such an
army would ope..at~ independently of the ammics of the Arab Ieague states
and would “hert{o ¢ seriously hamper their military activities as well
as their e’foris "o achieve a unified conmand, ¥oreover, an increase

in the inf uence .f the Arab Highcr Comittee among Palestinian Arabs
would disr'pt ¢1e civil administration of the Arab areas and therefore
expose the.e a; 2a. to Jewish penetration, The kufti would also probably
serve as a ral.viig point for Arab extremists; already the incendiary
Voslem Bro. herlnol in Egypt has indicated that it would support an army
composed ¢ Pai~s inian Arabs and a government built around the Arab
Higher Com iticv2, The UK, which is concerned lest the independent actions
of the Mufii pr2j dice the Arab cause in the world at large and further

increase i:stctil:ty in the Middle East, is exploring ways of helding
him in che k.

INDIA-PAKISTAN

After some two ;wrths of patient negotiations, the UN Kashrir Comnmission
appears to be tach where it started in 1iEbs attempts to settle the Kaghmir
dispute. .akic%ar has now jeined India in nominally accepting the Coms
mission®s c=zace-f: re proposals, but Pakistants belated reply of 6
September contsin: so many controversial qualifications as to constitute
in effect « ref.s: 1. Thus, even in the preliminary matter cf halting
active hosiilitie:, the Commission Presumably must undertake a new round
of difficult revoiiations in which the attenpts of India and Pakistan

to jJustify thei:' ¢anounced position will probably evoke a flurry of re=
criminatiors:, 'he independence being shovm by the partisans of the two
dominions 41 Kavhrir provides another troublesome aspect of the situation.
Sheikh Abdi Lla, Piime Minister of the Indian-supported Kashmir Government,
has shown rw i-terest in obtaining independence for his state. Mean-
while, the 1ad of the "Agad Kashmir Government., " set up by pro=-Pakistan

Moslem trit :sme~, “as insisted that he be consulted by the Commission in
any attempt to :elile the Kashmir issua,
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2,
ITALIAN COLONIES

The effec iverns: of any disposition of the Italian colonies will
ultimatel: dep:n. on the attitude of the native populations concerned

as nell a° on wit of the major powers, The prospect of British
trusteeship ovar Cyrenaica does not betoken difficulties, since Sayid
Idris, th- pov.:r'ul Senussi leader of the Arab majority there, would
operate ¢ ose. s "ith the British even if he were given independent

status, ~ower:r the return of Italian Somaliland to its former masters,
as carren ly cavi.caged by all four menbers of the Couneil of Forcign
Kinisters cou.d be expected to provoke serious rioting on the pasi of

the Somsl: Yovth League, the dominant organization of the large loslam
majority - herc. The projected cession to Ethiopila of portions of southern
Eritrea (" ith : ‘ecision on the remainder postponed) may also lead to
outbreaks on 11e part of anti~Ethiopian Moslems, The fear that Tripolitania
might be ‘eturae! to Italy has already apgltated Tripolitaniats politically
conscious Arab m:jority. In an attempt to forestall such a step, the
Tripolita’ jan s .itical parties might attempt to ally their country

with Cyre sica’s Sayid Idris regime in a united Libye or to set up an
independe t gure mment of their own.
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